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Dear Ohio State Community: 
 

I hope you are all well and staying safe. Our gratitude goes to those on the 

front lines fighting the coronavirus outbreak (COVID-19) and to everyone 

helping to stop the spread of the virus by staying at home, practicing social 

distancing and maintaining good hygiene. This is a disruptive and stressful 

time for us all, but your collective efforts are making a real difference, 

flattening the curve and saving lives. Thank you. 
 

Our health care professionals continue to serve the community with great 

courage and skill. They are innovating in large-scale ways that benefit 

patients here and across the country — from expanding and accelerating 

testing to launching a COVID-19 plasma donation program, and much more. 

For example, many members of the spring 2020 class of our College of 

Medicine have graduated early to help fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As a reminder, we can all help support our colleagues and their work, and 

offer words of encouragement, through the Ways to Help webpage. 
 

Below is a summary of recent university updates. 
 

https://news.osu.edu/fda-approves-covid-19-innovations-ohio-state-medical-center-to-share-nationwide/
https://news.osu.edu/fda-approves-covid-19-innovations-ohio-state-medical-center-to-share-nationwide/
https://news.osu.edu/new-treatment-uses-plasma-from-recovered-covid-19-patients-at-ohio-state/
https://news.osu.edu/some-ohio-state-medical-students-are-ready-to-graduate-early/
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/features/coronavirus/ways-to-help


University state of emergency 
 

I am extending the university state of emergency through Friday, April 24. 

This declaration enables us to utilize Disaster Leave (Policy 6.28) and is 

essential to providing the university with flexibility in making a variety of 

financial decisions over an extended period if necessary. 
 

Capital projects 
 

As the university continues to navigate this pandemic, we have undertaken an 

assessment of our capital projects. While most construction will continue as 

planned, projects that can be slowed or modified have been identified in 

accordance with the need for financial prudence during these uncertain times. 
 

We have communicated this assessment with leaders overseeing colleges 

and units. All of our planned projects remain important to the support of our 

patient care, research and teaching missions. We are taking a measured 

approach now in order to position these projects well for the future. For 

information about projects, visit the Facilities Operations and 

Development webpage. 
 

Resources for our university community 
 

We are dedicated to providing COVID-19 and wellness resources for our 

students, faculty and staff. Please see the lists at the bottom of this email. 

Additionally, the Office of Human Resources is introducing LeaderConnection, 

a five-week series of 30-minute Zoom webinars starting April 23. Each 

webinar, open to faculty and staff, focuses on leading with agility and grace 

during uncertain times. More information is available on 

the LeaderConnection webpage. 
 

https://hr.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/policy628.pdf
https://fod.osu.edu/news/2020/04/17/capital-projects-update
https://gatewaytolearning.osu.edu/leader_connection/


Virtual commencement 
 

The university will recognize the achievements of the Class of 2020 with a 

virtual ceremony on Sunday, May 3, at noon. You can view the livestreamed 

ceremony here. The event will last approximately one hour and will feature a 

commencement address by Apple CEO Tim Cook. As a reminder, this virtual 

event does not replace a future in-person commencement ceremony, which 

we will schedule at a time when it is safe to be together. 
 

Read a message we sent to the Class of 2020 this week with additional 

updates. 
 

Post-pandemic task force 
 

While we are still in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, we do have 

encouraging signs that our collective efforts are helping to flatten the curve. 

We must remain vigilant in our efforts to practice social distancing and 

maintain good hygiene. At the same time, it is important to plan for the future. 

We have launched a post-pandemic operations task force in order to be 

strategic and proactive. We will continue to communicate details. 
 

The state of Ohio and The Ohio State University have been leaders in 

confronting the virus. We will be leaders moving forward into a bright and 

safer future for us all. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Michael V. Drake, MD 
 

 

  
 

COVID-19 Resources 

https://livestream.com/wosu/osuspring2020
https://studentlife.osu.edu/articles/may-3-virtual-commencement-updates/
https://news.osu.edu/covid-19-ohio-state-preparing-for-transition-back-to-on-campus-operations/


• Information about coronavirus and the university’s response 

• Guidance for students, faculty and staff 

• Resources for faculty 

• Resources for COVID-19 research 

• Resources for students 

• Resources for staff 

 

Wellness Resources 

• Faculty and staff can use the Human Resources Keep Well website, 

the Chief Wellness Officer Health and Wellness page and Your Plan 

For Health. 

• Students can use the Counseling and Consultation Service (CCS) and 

the Buckeye Peer Access Line (PAL), which operates Monday through 

Friday from 8 p.m. to midnight. 

• CCS also provides guidance for ways for faculty and staff to support 

students. 

• The Ohio State: Wellness app is designed for students but offers tips 

and guidance useful for all members of our community. It is available 

for Android and iOS devices. 
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https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/features/coronavirus
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/features/coronavirus/staff-and-students
https://keepteaching.osu.edu/
https://keepresearching.osu.edu/
https://keeplearning.osu.edu/
https://it.osu.edu/keepworking
https://hr.osu.edu/coronavirus/keepwell/
https://wellness.osu.edu/chief-wellness-officer/covid-19-resources
https://yp4h.osu.edu/resources/reduce-stress/
https://yp4h.osu.edu/resources/reduce-stress/
https://ccs.osu.edu/ccs-covid-19-updates/for-students/
https://swc.osu.edu/services/buckeye-peer-access-line/
https://ccs.osu.edu/ccs-covid-19-updates/for-faculty-and-staff/
https://ccs.osu.edu/ccs-covid-19-updates/for-faculty-and-staff/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.osu.wellness
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/ohio-state-wellness/id1490410940
mailto:president.drake@osu.edu
http://president.osu.edu/
https://twitter.com/OSUPrezDrake
https://www.facebook.com/osu
https://www.twitter.com/ohiostate
https://instagram.com/theohiostateuniversity/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OhioStateUniversity

