Joint Aspiration Specimens
Department of Clinical Laboratories
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center
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	Standard Order Priority List
Notify the lab if the priority needs modified

	1. Aerobic Culture
2. Cell Count with Differential
3. Anaerobic Culture
4. Synovasure
	5. Leukocyte Esterase
6. Fungus Culture
7. Acid Fast Bacilli Culture
8. Crystal Exam

	Test
	Tube and Volume
	Comments

	Microbiology Culture
	SPS, Any Sterile Tube
Minimum 1.0 mL
	Body fluid submitted with Eswabs, EDTA (LAV top), heparin (green top) or other anticoagulants other than SPS are unacceptable for culture.

	Synovasure

	Any Sterile Tube
Minimum 1.0 mL
	

	Cell count


	LAV Top – Preferred
Or Green Top
Minimum 0.5 mL*
	Add fluid immediately after collect and gently mix by inversion 8 times to prevent clotting
*Use LAV for cell count and crystals if <1mL available

	Crystal Exam

	Green Top - Preferred
Or LAV Top
Minimum 0.5 mL*
	Add fluid immediately after collect and gently mix by inversion 8 times to prevent clotting
*Use LAV for cell count and crystals if <1mL available
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Collect Specimen
Different aspiration sites
require separate orders
and bags

Prioritize the tests
requested using the

table below or by

Fill the tubes in the correct
order with the minimum

Release orders in
IHIS for tests

volume(s) as soon as

requested

Label the tubes with
two patient identifiers

and specimen source
(i.e. left knee synovial fluid)

(i.e. left knee and right knee) calling 3-8676. possible to prevent clotting. *Click Print Labels
J
Place labeled tubes
into separate
+«———— biohazardbags ————

Microbiology
Synovasure
(Sterile tubes
only)

Different aspirate sites in
separate bags
(e left knee and right knee)

OR/IR Extra Instructions
Deliver both bags to central processing and hand
to a tech, DO NOT PLACE IN THE BINS

Call 614-293-7055 when using the tube system to
notify staff the specimen has been sent. Staff will
call back if not received within 10 minutes

Example: “A STAT cell count specimen from the
»

OR/IR has been sent, my call back # is

[ I
Cell Count (LAV)

Crystal Exam
(GREEN)
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